
 

 

 

 

Birches 

. 
The birches 

            have a natural phosphor- 

                        essence. 
. 
They are damp and drip 

            groundward 

                        out of chilled, ashen cloud. 
. 
Utter quietly they sip 

            black earth under 

                        snowfall’s hushed debris. 
. 
Night enters under high, 
            fir roof and settles 

                        like a silken spread. 
 
. 
Simki Ghebremichael’s poem “Prague TV” about dissident writers won  
first prize in the Split This Rock poetry contest. Her poem, ¡SÍ, SE PUEDE!,  
will appear in the anthology, Country in the Mirror: Poems of Protest &  
Witness in April 2026. https://www.simkikuznick.com/ 
 

 

NORTH OF OXFORD 
AND SO THIS IS WINTER… 
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